
  

 

 
 
 

 

— Saints Simon and Jude Mission Statement — 
Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary we at Saints Simon and Jude School, commit ourselves to learning, proclaiming and 

living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for Catholic leadership in the church and community, 

enabling one another to serve with Compassion, Courage and Competence. 

 

Letter from Sister Regina 
This Sunday, midway through our Lenten journey, we celebrate Laetare Sunday.  Laetare means to rejoice. In our gospel from St. 

Luke, we hear Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son, frequently referred to as the Forgiving Father.  It is good to remember and 

rejoice in God, our Father’s unconditional love and forgiveness that he extends to each one of us.  At our weekly Stations of the 

Cross, we frequently sing the refrain, “Loving and forgiving are you, O Lord; slow to anger, rich in kindness, loving and forgiving 

are you”.  May this refrain be a constant reminder for each of us and cause us to rejoice.  

Laetare Sunday is also a good time to pause and reflect on how we have been doing this Lent with our practice of prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving.  Each day as we draw closer to our Easter celebration, let us continue the good practices we have begun and 

renew our desire to grow closer to Jesus during this Lenten season. 

 

Pope Francis is asking for our input to the worldwide Synod on Synodality by completing a survey. Let your voice be heard.  

Everyone is encouraged to complete the survey that will go anonymously to Father Gerlach and Archbishop Perez.  The main 

points of our survey results will be sent by the Catholic Leadership Institute to the USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops) who will send them to the Vatican.   The last day to complete the survey is April 4, 2022.  

Click this link to complete the survey.    https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/ydkx3y 

 

May God bless you and your family. 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

Loving Father of mine, I feel the pace quicken, the time draw near. 

I am filled with joy as I move toward Easter and the promised reconciliation with you. 

Teach me to follow the example of your Son, to be worthy of being called 

one of His people: a Christ-ian. 

Help me to live each day as he did turning hate to love and conflict to peace. 

I await the new life with eagerness, faith and a deep gratitude.     Amen. 
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Repeated – Important Preschool Announcement from SSJ’s School Board 
The SSJ School Board is happy to announce the expansion of our Little Explorers 

Preschool. A third class will be added for the 2022-2023 school year. If you have a 

younger sibling who is not registered to date, space is limited, so please submit an 

application by Friday, April 8. Priority is given to siblings of current students and SSJ 

parishioners who are registering their youngest child/ren for the first time. 

 

Children must be 3 or 4 by September 1, 2022. All children must be potty trained. 

 

CLICK HERE for program details and for a link to submit an application. If you have 

questions, contact Jenn Appaneal at advancement@simonandjude.org.  

 

New & Time Sensitive Information 
 SSJ's production of Shrek, Jr. is almost here!  T-shirts are available for purchase now! Click here for the order form.  Please 

return your completed order form and payment to Mrs. Schmid in PreK-3 no later than Friday, April 1.  Children are welcome 

to wear the t-shirts in lieu of their regular uniform top on SHREK Day, April 21.  Please note that the sizes listed on the form 

are the only sizes available - NO youth mediums. Thank you for your support! 

 

 To find your report for tax purposes for either your CARES or PreK tuition please log into your FACTS account, click on “View 

Details” on your home page then “View Payment Summary”.  On that report you may select a date range or calendar year. 

The report will print with our school name, address and Federal tax ID number.  Any questions contact Mary Kay Lack in the 

Rectory Office at mklack@simonandjude.org or 610-696-3624. 

 

 SAVE THE DATE! Sunday, May 15, 2022 to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Priesthood (1982) for Fr. Michael J Gerlach 

and Fr. Philip J. Lowe. Join us for the 11:30 AM Mass followed by light refreshments in The Meehan Center. 

 

 Rice Bowl Collection – There are still enough days left to contribute your loose change or dollar bills to help those in need 

through the Rice Bowl drive. The money collected goes directly to the Catholic Relief Services.  You can turn in your Rice 

Bowl during the week of April 10th. There will be a large box for Rice Bowl containers inside the Church Narthex during the 

weekend of April 9 and 10. Every penny counts and does add up. God bless your very generous heart. Thank you!  

 

 Vacation Bible Camp – Our parish family will again offer our Vacation Bible Camp this summer -

 June 20 through June 24 from 9:30 am until 12:30 pm. You can take a family vacation without 

leaving town!  This year we will travel to Jerusalem and experience the Marketplace where the 

boy Jesus grew up. Each day the children and volunteers can become part of history as they see, 

hear, touch and even taste what it was like to live in Bible times! These experiences make God's 

Word come alive with new meaning for all who participate!   First planning meeting is Thursday 

night, April 21  at  7:00 pm in " Synagogue " School.  All adults must have proper clearances in 

order to volunteer. 

 

 Spring is in the air and once again it is time for the annual Cub Scout Pack 168 vegetable, herb, and flower sale!  Support 

Pack 168 of SSJ and St. Max by purchasing your plants, between now and April 22, for pick-up on May 5, which is just in 

time for Mother’s Day!  These plants are from Wedgewood Nursery and are of great quality!  Click here for a flyer for details! 

 

 The IHM Office of Mission Advancement invites mothers, daughters, sisters and friends to join them for tea, "Sippin' for the 

Sisters", to benefit Camilla Hall, the retirement home of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

When: Sunday, May 1, 2022, 2:00 - 4:30PM Where: The Meehan Center, Saints Simon and Jude Parish  

For more information and registration go to https://www.ihmimmaculata.org 

 

 Dear seventh grade students and families, The Archmere Admissions team looks forward to meeting you at some special 

upcoming events tailored just for you! Though it is hard to believe, high school will be here before you know it, and we want 

to make sure you are prepared to make the best choice for you! Click here for more information. 

 

 Archmere Academy is offering summer sports camps for students in grades 3-8 this summer. Eleven different sports camps 

run by our fantastic coaches will take place on campus - we would love to see your students! The website for more 

information and to register is: http://www.archmereacademy.com/camps. 

 

From SSJ’s Home & School Association 
 SSJ's Mother/Son Night will be held on 4/9 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Bowling Palace in Downingtown. Click here to view all 

the details. RSVP with payment by April 1. 

 

 Thank you to Ali Musumeci and Lori Colgan for a successful Used Uniform Sale on Sunday. If you have any uniforms to 

donate, please bring them to the school office. 
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 Due to additional demand for tickets to the Red Carpet Sweetheart Dance on April 2nd, tickets will be available for 

purchase at the door.  All Pre-K through 8th grade girls and their fathers/favorite dance partners are invited to dance from 6-

8:30pm in The Meehan Center.  Tickets are $40/couple, $10 for each additional student.  Cash or checks will be accepted.  

Checks should be made payable to the SSJ Home & School Association.  Please click here to view the invitation for more 

details.  If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact Jeanne Andronowitz at st_baci@comcast.net. 

 

From SSJ’s CYO 
 SAVE THE DATE! The SSJ CYO end of year sports banquet will be held on Saturday, June 4th. More details to follow. 

 

 Save the Date for the 2nd Annual SSJ CYO Golf Outing to be held on Monday, June 6th, at Whitford Country Club. More 

details to follow in the coming weeks, including info on registration and sponsorship opportunities. 

 

Repeated Information 
 New Summer Camp Detail – We are happy to offer SSJ’s 

July 11-15 Theatre Intensive Camp for students entering 

grade 3 (in addition to grades 4-8)!  There has been a 

great response for all our Explorers Summer Camps and 

spots are filling up quickly! Please note that registration 

will remain open through May 15th, but SPACE IS 

LIMITED, so early registration is encouraged to guarantee 

your spot. The Explorers Summer Camps are open for SSJ 

students and parishioners entering kindergarten and up. 

Click here for more details and to register. SSJ will also offer a Science Explorers camp the week of August 1-5 for students 

ages 7-11 and the theme will be “Take a Dive” where students will dive into the world of marine biology and oceanography. 

Click here to register. 

 

 Crew positions are now available for students in grades 6 to 8 for SSJ’s spring musical, Shrek Jr.! Click here to for the 

SignUpGenius. For more information, contact Kathi Clapham at kathibella@aol.com. 

 

 Don't be an OGRE!!!  SSJ's Shrek Jr. the Musical will have an Ad Book that will be available at all shows in April.  Click here 

for the order form and size guidelines. Ads are various sizes and can be from parents, family members, and/or local 

businesses. Please consider buying an ad (prices range from $10 to $200 for the color back cover).  Ads are due by March 

31.  All proceeds support SSJ's incredible theater program.  Contact Kim Tobin at kimdelaneytobin@yahoo.com or 215-990-

9658 with any questions, if you have ideas, or if you want to help with ad sales.  Thank you! 

 

 Chester County Intermediate Unit is inviting parents to the Chester County Safe Schools Summit: Parenting in a Digital 

World on Wednesday, April 6, beginning at 6:30 PM. This event will focus on examining current digital interaction apps and 

platforms, increasing parental awareness of digital interaction threats and identifying the steps that parents can take to 

keep children safe.  We will explore the digital connections children make through social media, gaming systems and 

various online applications. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

 

 The Foundation for Catholic Education is planning their First Annual Golf Outing on Tuesday, May 17. Click here for ticket 

and sponsorship opportunities. 

 

 Camilla Hall Lenten Toiletry Collection – Throughout Lent while practicing the Corporal Works of Mercy, Saints Simon and 

Jude students are asked to donate toiletry items for the IHM Sisters at Camilla Hall.  Please donate regular sized items.  The 

Sisters have difficultly handling the larger, heavier sizes.  The drive will end on Tuesday, April 12th.  The items are assigned 

as follows: 

 Pre K and kindergarten: Shampoo and lip balm 

 Grades 1 and 2: Toothpaste and denture tablets 

 Grades 3 and 4: Mild body lotion and mild body wash 

 Grades 5 and 6: Shampoo and deodorant / antiperspirants 

 Grades 7 and 8:  Mouthwash and mild body lotion 

 

 Hersheypark Discount Ticket Offer! Discount tickets to Hersheypark are available to the friends and families of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia and SSJ Parish for significant savings. 

 

Gate admission is regularly $77.80; our price is $39.95 (ALL ages 3+). 

*ADD-ON discount Hersheypark Meal Tickets at a savings of up to 12% off retail prices - $13.99 each 

*ADD-ON Snack Vouchers - $4.50 each 

*ADD-ON Parking Pass - $20.00 pre-ordered or pay $25.00 onsite 
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Tickets purchased in 2022 are valid for any single day of operation throughout the 2022 calendar year, expiring on the final 

day of operation, January 1, 2023.  Order and payment (cash or check made payable to Saints Simon and Jude) must be 

received in the school office no later than Friday, April 29, 2022.  Late orders cannot be accepted.  Tickets will be 

distributed on or before the week of May 23, 2022. Click here for an order form. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 For Mr. Michael Carroll, grandfather of Hailey (room 15) and Brynn Stanislawczyk (room 1), who is ill.  May Christ’s healing 

hand grant him a complete and speedy recovery. 

 For Louis Gentry, father of Sister Barbara Jude, who is ill.  May Christ’s healing hand comfort him and restore him to good 

health. 

 For Mr. John Long, brother of Sister Patricia Long, who is sick.  May Christ’s healing hand comfort him and grant him a 

complete recovery.  

 For Mrs. Lois McCuen, grandmother of Jimmy Colgan (room 17), who is ill and in the hospital.  May Christ’s healing hand 

grant her comfort and a quick recovery. 

 For Mr. Ronald Paiste, grandfather of James Dougherty’s (room 5), who had surgery on March 18.  May God grant him a 

complete recovery. 

 For the people of Ukraine that God will protect them and that there will be a peaceful resolution to the war.  

 For peace and the safety of all the people in the region of Tigray, especially the family of Mrs. Lwam Tesfay, mother of the 

Daniel children, Mary (room 3), Biruh (room 11) and Paul (preK 4).  May God protect Mrs. Tesfay’s family and keep them 

safe. 

 For Mrs. Kim Wetten who is recovering from surgery.  May Christ’s healing hand grant her a complete and speedy recovery. 

 For Mrs. Nicole DiDomenico, mother of Tyler (room 15) and Nolan Leonhard (room 2), who is recovering from surgery.  May 

Christ’s healing hand comfort her and grant her a complete recovery. 

 

We are happy to pray for the needs of our school family.  If any family has a prayer request please send it to 

srelinich@simonandjude.org. 

 

Glimpse at the Days Ahead 
3/24   First Communion Retreat (Room 2) 

3/24   7th Grade Visitation Day at Bishop Shanahan High School 

3/26  7th & 8th Grade Spring Dance, 7-9:30 PM, The Meehan Center 

3/28  Internet Safety Program (grades 5-8) 

Stations of the Cross (grade 5 leads), 2:15 PM 

4/1  School Mass, 10:30 AM, March Peacemakers Acknowledged 

4/2  Sweetheart Dance, 6-8:30 PM, The Meehan Center 

4/3  Tea with Shrek, Jr. Cast, Following 9:30 and 11:30 AM Masses, The Meehan Center 
   

 

    
 
 

Support SSJ & Join in the Fun! 
 

Your help is needed for the SSJ Cornhole Tournament benefitting the Annual Fund on Saturday, May 14th.  The Tournament will 

include an auction, classroom raffle baskets, Teacher Treasures/Experiences, and a $2,500 tuition credit mega raffle.  Below 

are many ways to help.  Contact Jen Doran jenniferdoran413@gmail.com with questions. Thank you! 
 

 

Silent Auction Item Donations 

Donate an item to our auction. Click here for more details. 

 

Classroom Raffle Basket $ Donations 

Click here to donate funds to help create your child's classroom 

basket for our silent auction. Which grade will have the best 

basket? 

 

Volunteer 

Help us plan a great event!  Special shout-out to all Cornhole experts 

- we need your guidance!  Click here to sign up to volunteer. 
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Thank You SSJ Families! 

 
 

Thank you to all those that donated food on St Patrick's Day for the Hibernian Food Project.  Here is a message from the recipient, “I 

am the founder of Grands Stepping Up and Denis' Pantry. We are so grateful to you and your entire St. Simon and Jude School for all 

of the wonderful food donations you sent to our pantry. We primarily assist grandparents who are raising their grandchildren, but our 

food and clothing pantry serves all of Delco. We appreciate all of the families that donated to this worthwhile drive! We rely on the 

goodwill donations of our community! Thanks again, and have a great day!” 

Karen Barnes, President/Founder,GSU 

 

 
 

Thank you to all those that donated new and gently used books.  Here is a message from the recipient. 

“Thank you for all of the gently used books. After boxing them all up, I'm taking them to Reeceville Elementary School  

in the Coatesville School District. They are so excited to get more books this year.” 

 

   
 

When a 2nd grade girl at SSJ wanted to help the children of Ukraine, our community came together with donations of stuffed 

animals, small baby dolls, crayons, hats & gloves. Thank you to those who donated and to the Holy Myrrh-Bearers Ukrainian Catholic 

Church for accepting the items & sending to the children in need. 



Congratulations 8th Grade Students! 

  
 

On March 8th, five of our eighth grade students represented SS Simon and Jude at the CCIU Rorke-Adams Science Research 

Competition.  Layla Beup, Caroline Brittingham, Lauren Hillanbrand, Evan Sprows, and Claire Winkowski competed against over 250 

participants.  The awards ceremony took place on Tuesday, March 22nd.  We are proud to announce that Layla Beup received a third 

place award and Caroline Brittingham received a second place award in the category of behavioral and social sciences.  Caroline 

Brittingham will move on to the next level of competition, the Delaware Valley Science Fair.  This tristate competition consists of 

about 1000 students.  It will be held on April 5-7th at the Philadelphia Expo Center.  We wish Caroline the best of luck!    

 

World Math Day 

  
 

   
 

On Wednesday, SSJ students celebrated World Math Day sponsored by 3P Learning and Mathletics. 

The event is a global celebration of learning that has been uniting students around the world with the wonder of numbers since 

2007. Mrs. Mobile's honors math class participated alongside 10 million other students in 160 countries. Over one billion math 

questions will be answered in 24 hours!   Students race against the clock to answer as many questions as possible in 60 second 

time limits.  Students had to complete 20 Live Mathletics games. The cheering of finishing a game could be heard all down Mrs. 

Mobile's hallway. So awesome to hear the excitement and love of math coming from the Honors Math room! 
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