
  

 

 
 

 
 

— Saints Simon and Jude Mission Statement — 
Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary we at Saints Simon and Jude School, commit ourselves to learning, proclaiming and 

living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for Catholic leadership in the church and community, 

enabling one another to serve with Compassion, Courage and Competence. 

 

Letter from Sister Regina 
Tomorrow our children in grades kindergarten through eight will attend Mass in-person at 10:00AM.  This is a rescheduled Mass 

since last Friday was a virtual snow day.  Please note that the time is at 10:00AM not 10:30AM.  Peacemakers for the month of 

December will be acknowledged.  Parents of students participating in the liturgy or receiving the Peacemaker award in grades K 

to 8 are invited to join with us in-person for Mass.  Mass will also be livestreamed on the Saints Simon and Jude Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/simonandjudeschool.    

 

Thank you to all the parents who have completed the continuous enrollment form.  If you have not completed the form, I ask 

that you complete it as soon as possible.  If you have questions or wish to speak with me prior to completing the form, please do 

not hesitate to contact me.   As prospective families come to tour our school, many mention that a family, with children 

presently attending SSJ, recommended our school.  Know that I am very grateful for all who recommend SSJ to friends, 

neighbors, and new families moving into our area.  Social media and print advertisement are all great means of marketing, but 

nothing surpasses a “word-of-mouth” recommendation. 

 

I wish to inform you of HOPE (Helping Other People in Emergency) one of our SSJ parish ministries.  HOPE has helped many 

families with rent, utilities, food and other vital living expenses.  Anyone who is in need of assistance is asked to contact the 

Rectory Office, 610-696-3624 or rectory@simonandjude.org and ask about the HOPE ministry.  

 

May Our Mother of Perpetual Help be with us and keep us all safe and healthy. 

 
New & Time Sensitive Information 
 A big THANK YOU to our school families who contributed to the Home and School Association’s Christmas Gift Fund for 

faculty and staff! Click here to see two pages of handwritten thank you notes! 

 

 Congratulations to Taylor Buckley (PreK 4) and her family on the birth of Kellan Christopher Buckley, born on Sunday, 

January 9th. 

 

 Our SSJ Parish Emergency Baby Formula Collection has begun. So many of you are always sharing with the less fortunate. 

Once again we are asking for you to lend a hand. There are newborns who are in need of formula and we would like to give 

them a chance to begin their development in a healthy manner. The Baby Formula Collection continues until February 11. If 

you are able to help out, we are asking for one can of baby formula which can be dropped off in the PREP office or in 

church. This would be a tremendous help and very much appreciated by those in need. God bless you for your generosity 

and let us all respect life in every way. 

 

 Student Council is hosting a candy gram fund raiser.  Each candy gram consists of a heart shaped lollipop and a small card, 

and it costs 50 cents.  You may place your order by completing the attached order form.  All orders are due by Tuesday, 

February 8th, and will be delivered to the students on Monday, February 14th.  Thank you and Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

 Knights of Columbus 2022 Free Throw Championship for boys and girls ages 9 through 14 will be held this Saturday, 

January 15 from 11:30AM to 1:00PM at the SSJ Gym.  Contestants register at the door by filling out a brief entry form.  A 

parent or guardian’s signature is required for entry.  Each age/gender category winner receives a brand new regulation-size 

basketball and Winner’s Certificate.  For more information, go to www.ssjknights.org or contact Joe Gothie at 

jagothie@gmail.com. 
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 Applications for tuition assistance at SSJ are now being accepted for the 2022-2023 school year.  Assistance is available 

for all families who qualify or have a short-term financial need.  In the 2020-2021 school year, over $230,000 in aid was 

awarded to SSJ families.  For more information and for a link to apply through FACTS, click here. 

 

From SSJ’s Home & School Association 
 The next general Home & School Meeting will be Wednesday, February 23 in the evening. It will be held virtually. 

 

 Save the Date! Designer Bag Bingo will be held on Thursday, February 24. The event will be back in a virtual format for the 

health and safety of all participants. More information will be available soon. 

 

 DJ Clyde Evans and his family lost their home and all belongings in a tragic house fire on January 4. Clyde, his wife, and his 

son have been a huge part of many regular SSJ events through the years. We will be making a donation of restaurant and 

visa gift cards to their family in hopes of lightening their burden. If you would like to contribute, please send cash, check 

(made out to SSJ Home & School) to the office, c/o Karen Cleary no later than Tuesday, January 18. You may also make a 

donation through PayPal. Thank you for your generous support and prayers for the Evans family during this difficult time. 

 

Repeated Information 
 Saints Simon and Jude School is happy to offer our half day Explorers Summer Camps this year! The details are being 

finalized this month. 

 

 The Chester County Intermediate Unit is hosting its 10th annual Summer Adventures Camp and Activities Fair on 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m., at the CCIU, 455 Boot Road, Downingtown, PA 19335. The snow 

date is January 25. The event, which includes a preview of various summer camps, workshops, arts & music enrichment 

and sports & recreation, is free of charge. Attendees must register to attend. Click here for more information. 

 

 Important tuition payment reminder: We need to remind all families that when you receive the reminder notice from FACTS 

that a payment is about to draw, if you know the payment will not go through for any reason, immediately contact Mary Kay 

Lack in the Rectory Office, mklack@simonandjude.org or 610-696-3624, so she can adjust the payment schedule. It may 

be as simple as changing the draw date by a day or two to correspond with a payroll deposit. If something unexpected 

happens and you need to reschedule or skip a payment, she can adjust the remaining payments to make up for it.  We will 

always work with you and never want to see anyone pay extra fees that can be avoided. 

 

Each time a payment is returned by the bank, the parents are charged a $30 return fee by FACTS, potentially $90 each 

month since FACTS will attempt to draw a payment three times. This is in addition to any fees your bank charges. The return 

payment fee is not a fee that we receive, it is a fee that FACTS charges. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 For Louis Gentry, father of Sister Barbara Jude, who is ill.  May Christ’s healing hand comfort him and restore him to good 

health. 

 For the repose of the soul of Mrs. Evelyn Murphy, great grandmother of Michael (room 8), Patrick (room 6), and Joseph 

(room 11) Cleary, who has died.  May she be resting in God’s loving embrace.  May Our Mother of Sorrows console all who 

mourn her passing. 

 For the repose of the soul of Mrs. Nancy Graham, grandmother of Glenn (PreK 4), who has died.  May God grant her the 

rewards of eternal life.  May Our Mother of Sorrows console all who mourn her passing. 

 For the repose of the soul of Mr. Louis Ludovico, father of Miss Valerie Ludovico (former teacher), who has died.  May God 

grant him the rewards of eternal life.  May Our Mother of Sorrows grant peace and comfort to all who mourn his passing.  

 For peace and the safety of all the people in the region of Tigray, especially the family of Mrs. Lwam Tesfay, mother of the 

Daniel children, Mary (room 3), Biruh (room 11) and Paul (preK 4).  May God protect Mrs. Tesfay’s family and keep them 

safe. 

 For Mrs. Kim Wetten who is recovering from surgery.  May Christ’s healing hand grant her a complete and speedy recovery. 

 For Mr. Luciano Corea, grandfather of Angelo (room 6) and Dominic (room 4), who is sick.  May Christ’s healing hand 

comfort him and restore him to good health. 

 For Austin Trout, brother of Sophia (room 5), who is recovering from an injury.  May Christ’s healing hand grant him a 

complete and speedy recovery. 

 For Mrs. Nicole DiDomenico, mother of Tyler (room 15) and Nolan Leonhard (room 2), who is recovering from surgery.  May 

Christ’s healing hand comfort her and grant her a complete recovery. 

 

We are happy to pray for the needs of our school family.  If any family has a prayer request please send it to 

srelinich@simonandjude.org. 

 

https://school.simonandjude.org/financial-aid
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.paypal.com_donate_-3Fhosted-5Fbutton-5Fid-3DZ8HJHABQPNXES&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=tDTHhCMKuSM-QiUyNDEuVxwF1uPV0-eoRsZMiF_RK48&m=hlfpbPL9ZGC5ns8xJPluT6yS6ITV9QztWfqDFzQtb1Q&s=ambP95yvB6bRmPsu89_VctYXATEzgQsoNkQAMBy_p3o&e=
https://www.cciu.org/summer-adventures
mailto:mklack@simonandjude.org
mailto:srelinich@simonandjude.org


Glimpse at the Days Ahead 
1/17  No School, MLK Holiday 

  8th Grade Talent Show Practice, 9 AM–3 PM Gym 

1/22  First Penance, Room 12 at 10 AM, Room 2 at 12 PM 

  8th Grade Talent Show Practice, 9 AM–3 PM Gym 

1/20-2/4 Catholic Schools Week 

1/20  Catholic Schools Week Opening Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

  Catholic Schools Week Open House, 10:30 AM – 12 Noon 

                
 

8th Grade Scholarship Congratulations 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Claire Winkowski!  She was awarded a four year renewable scholarship to Bishop Shanahan  

High School as a result of her excellent score on the 8th grade scholarship exam.  We are so proud of you! 

 

Art Contest Congratulations 
 

   
 

Congratulations to Isabella Snyder (room 5)! Her artwork is in the 2022 Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Drug-Free calendar!  

Miss Crowley (SSJ art teacher) presented Bella with her award for this wonderful achievement.  We are SSJ proud! 
 

 

 



7th Grade Science Lab 
 

  
 

SSJ’s 7th grade scientists in the lab learning about “Cell Cycle and Cancer”. The students viewed slides  

under a microscope examining the differences between normal and cancerous lung tissue. 

 

 

Little Explorers Preschool Fun & Learning 
 

   
 

SSJ’s PreK 4 students practiced writing their names in shaving cream. 
 

 

 

Follow SSJ on Social Media! 
Facebook – Saints Simon & Jude School in West Chester, PA 

@simonandjudeschool 

Instagram – Saints Simon & Jude School 

@ssj_school 
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