
  

 

 

 
 

 

— Saints Simon and Jude Mission Statement — 
Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary we at Saints Simon and Jude School, commit ourselves to learning, proclaiming and 

living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for Catholic leadership in the church and community, 

enabling one another to serve with Compassion, Courage and Competence. 

 

Letter from Sister Regina 
Yesterday we welcomed autumn, the season of the year when we experience changes in nature.  It is a great time to enjoy the 

beauty of God’s creation and engage in the many sports and events that fall offers.  It is so nice that CYO Fall sports are 

happening this year.  Thank you to all the parents who volunteer their time and talent in our CYO program.  

 

As many parents already know, SSJ has a Crisis Manual/Plan in the event of an emergency.  These beginning weeks, the 

teachers have been practicing fire drills as well as the procedure if our school needed to lockdown.  At this time, the teachers 

are just familiarizing the children with the procedures that will take place for a lockdown. Later, we will have a school-wide 

lockdown drill.  Should your child have any questions/concerns about lockdown or fire drills, please assure them that it is for the 

safety and protection of all here at SSJ.   

 

Since the start of school, the Home and School Association Officers, the Parent Peace Committee, and the School Board of 

Limited Jurisdiction Executive Committee have met.   Great ideas and events are being planned.  I am very grateful to everyone 

who volunteers their time and talent to serve on those committees and boards.  We certainly welcome the involvement of our 

new families in the great activities that are planned. The teachers and I are very, very grateful for all those whose schedules 

allow you to volunteer to help with lunch.  There certainly is a strong, vibrant, giving, SSJ spirit among our families.  

 

May Our Mother of Perpetual Help be with us and keep us all safe and healthy. 

 

New & Time Sensitive Information 
 We look forward to seeing all of our children proudly wearing their SSJ school uniform this year.  There will be a uniform 

inspection on Monday, September 27.  Please refer to the Student Handbook (pages 9-12) for the uniform requirements.   

Thank you to all the parents who ensure their child/ren are in the proper uniform. 

 

 School Picture Day is next Tuesday, September 28th!  All children should wear their regular school uniforms.  Students who 

have gym that day should wear their white or maroon polo shirts along with their gym shorts.  

 

All children will be photographed.  Purchase of school pictures is optional. 

 

Students are bringing home the order form this week.  To order pictures, you may send in the completed form with cash or 

a check made payable to “Tipping School Pictures” on picture day.  There is also an online pre-pay system.  Visit 

www.tippingschoolpictures.com and enter the code TSP2021A.  Credit card payments must be made using the online 

prepay system.  If you pay online your child must submit an order envelope on picture day with a copy of your receipt or the 

online order ID# written in the space provided on the order form.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office at 610-696-5249. 

 

 Change in venue due to inclement weather:  Join Cub Scout Pack 168 for the first meeting of the year today, September 

23, at Saints Simon and Jude Cafeteria from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Due to the weather forecast, this is a change from the 

previous venue at Oakbourne Park.  For more information, contact Kristin at 610-202-6439 or Chris at 610-742-2289. 

Cub Scout Pack 168 is now accepting registrations for all boys and girls Grades K through 5!  MASKS ARE REQUIRED. 

 

 The deadline to register for our first Science Explores after-school club is approaching. Please register today! The first 

session, Wacky World of Science, begins the first week of October and is open for students in grades K to 5. Registration 

closes 1 to 2 weeks before the first date and spots are limited.  As a bonus, families who sign up for 3 or more clubs in the 

same order automatically get 5% off their order (no code needed)! Click here for more information and a registration form. 
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https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14445/documents/2021/7/SSJ%20Handbook%202021-2022_Website.pdf
http://www.tippingschoolpictures.com/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14445/documents/2021/9/Science%20Explorers%20Club%20Flyer%20-%20SS%20Simon%20%20Jude.pdf


 

 Interested 8th grade students are invited to participate in the Bishop Shanahan High School 8th Grade Scholarship Exam 

on Saturday, October 16 from 8:00 AM - 11:30 AM.  Ten renewable scholarships of $3,500 each will be offered to the top 

ten scorers for the 2022-2023 school year.  Click here to register for the exam. 

 

 Sacred Heart Academy is holding virtual open houses and prospective parent visits.  Please click here for more details. 

 

 SSJ’s CARES teacher for the past three years, Miss Carly Brown, is offering “Kid’s Night Out” – a movie night and cooking 

with friends.  Miss Brown graduated with an undergraduate degree in nutrition from West Chester University and is now 

working towards becoming a Registered Dietitian and earning a master's in clinical nutrition at Immaculata University.  

Click here for more details. 

 

SSJ’s Middle States Association Re-accreditation 
In past newsletters, we shared information about SSJ’s re-accreditation by the Commissions on Elementary and Secondary 

Schools of the Middle States Association in the spring of 2022.  Our teachers and staff members worked on committees last 

spring and will continue to work as we prepare for our Middle States Visiting Team this fall.  On October 11, we are happy to 

welcome our Team Chair as he visits the school.  He will return November 8, 9, and 10 for our official re-accreditation visit.  The 

other team members join him virtually. 

 

As previously reported, here are our three main objectives for the re-accreditation: 

 Student Performance Objective One:  By the year 2028, the students at Saints Simon and Jude School will demonstrate 

improved reading skills. 

 Student Performance Objective Two:  By the year 2028, the students at Saints Simon and Jude School will demonstrate an 

increased knowledge and awareness of global citizenship as means to increase understanding, acceptance, and 

appreciation of diverse cultures in order to promote Catholic Social Teachings. 

 Organizational Objective:  By the year 2028 there will be an increase in the total student enrollment while retaining 

currently enrolled students at Saints Simon and Jude School. 

 

We will continue to keep you updated on the process of our re-accreditation. At Saints Simon and Jude, we always look for ways 

to better our school for the benefit of your child(ren). 

 

From SSJ’s Home & School Association 
 The Home & School Association would like to know your comfort level about in-person events. Please click here to 

complete a survey. We appreciate your feedback as we look forward to planning events for the school year and continue to 

navigate this uncertain time. The first general meeting will be the evening of October 6 (virtual or in-person TBD). 

 

 Annual Fundraising Raffle – Help support SSJ by purchasing raffle tickets and possibly win $250!  Tickets went home this 

week with the youngest child in each family, so check their backpacks!  The raffle tickets are $50 each this year.  The 

drawings for $250 will be held twice a month from October through June during morning announcements. Please return 

your completed tickets with cash or check (made payable to SSJ Home and School Assn.) or click here to use the PayPal 

link. (You do not need a PayPal account to use the link).  If you have any questions, contact Jennifer Miley at 

Jennifer2908@gmail.com.  More information is included on the flyer with the tickets. 

 

 SSJ logowear has a limited supply of maroon and gray hoodies ($30) and t-shirts ($15). Both are approved for students to 

wear as part of their gym uniform. If you are interested, please email ssjlogowear@gmail.com. The logowear store will be 

open in October with an assortment of SSJ apparel! 

 

From SSJ’s CYO 
SAVE THE DATE!  2021 SSJ CYO Homecoming will take place on Saturday, October 16th.  

All games will be played at Glen Mills School. Here is the lineup for the day: 

8am - JR Flag Football vs. Trinity 

8am - SR Flag Football vs. St. Thomas 

9am - JV Soccer vs. St. Agnes 

10am - Varsity Football vs. St. Thomas 

10:30am - Varsity Soccer vs. St. Aloysius 

11:45am - JV Football vs. St. Thomas 

*We are planning an outdoor Homecoming Social that night (adults only). More details to come.*  

  

We hope to see all of our SSJ families, friends, and alums out in full force on 10/16!  

GO EXPLORERS! 

 

 

https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=w92Pzk
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14445/documents/2021/9/SHA_OpenHouseFall2021pdf.pdf
https://carlybrown467.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPK3JT6
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=3TB4J3AYRZF6G
mailto:Jennifer2908@gmail.com
mailto:ssjlogowear@gmail.com


Repeated Information 
 Our school librarian is in need of weekly volunteers to help the children and to shelve books.  Click here for a 

SignUpGenius for specific days and times needed.  Remember that to volunteer you must be in compliance with PA State 

Law and Archdiocesan Policy.  If you have any questions regarding your compliance status, 

please contact Candy Savarese in the Rectory Office at csavarese@simonandjude.org.  We 

also ask that you wear a mask while in the school building. 

 

 SSJ’s Annual Peanut Butter & Jelly Drive has begun! The Community Food Program needs 

you to join together with your teachers, classmates, family, and friends to start collecting as 

much PB&J as you possibly can! Fortunately, this drive stocks over 40 food cupboards for a 

whole year! Help us by donating between September 9 and October 8, so we can beat last 

year’s total! Thank you for your support. Students should bring donations into their 

classrooms. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 For Austin Trout, brother of Sophia (room 5), who is recovering from an injury.  May Christ’s healing hand grant him a 

complete and speedy recovery. 

 

 For Mrs. Lori Colgan, mother of Jimmy (room 17), who is ill.  May Christ’s healing hand grant her a complete and speedy 

recovery. 

 

 For Mrs. Nicole DiDomenico, mother of Tyler (room 15) and Nolan Leonhard (room 2), who is recovering from surgery.  May 

Christ’s healing hand comfort her and grant her a complete recovery. 

 

We are happy to pray for the needs of our school family.  If any family has a prayer request please send it to 

srelinich@simonandjude.org. 

 

Glimpse at the Days Ahead 
9/27 Student Council Installation, 2:15 PM, Church 

9/28 School Pictures, All Grades (Uniforms Worn) 

10/1 School Liturgy, 10:30 AM, Church & Livestream, September Peacemakers Acknowledged 

10/6 Home and School Association General Meeting (virtual or in-person TBD) 

10/8 Last Day for Peanut Butter & Jelly Drive 

10/11 Middle States Re-accreditation Team Chair Visit 

 

 

 

Limited Supply of SSJ Masks for Sale 

 
We still have SSJ logo masks in stock in various sizes from small to extra-large. They are $10 each.  

If you are interested in purchasing a mask, email your requested size to Jenn Appaneal at 

advancement@simonandjude.org. 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0949A5A82FA4FD0-library4
mailto:csavarese@simonandjude.org
mailto:srelinich@simonandjude.org
mailto:advancement@simonandjude.org


Recess and Lunchtime Fun! 
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