
  

 

 
 

 

— Saints Simon and Jude Mission Statement — 
Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary we at Saints Simon and Jude School, commit ourselves to learning, proclaiming and 

living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for Catholic leadership in the church and community, 

enabling one another to serve with Compassion, Courage and Competence. 

 

Letter from Sister Regina 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice.  Indeed, the Lord is near. (Phil 4: 4, 5).  This Sunday as we light the pink candle 

on our Advent wreath, this verse from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians will be our Entrance Antiphon at Mass.  Yes, there is 

definitely cause for rejoicing for those who believe.  Christmas is the commemoration of God sending His Son, Jesus, as an 

infant into the world for our salvation.  Jesus, the first Christmas gift!  For some of us knowing that Christmas is near may cause 

us anxiety as we think of the preparations that we have yet to complete.  For our children, knowing Christmas is near is a time of 

great excitement.  The days of waiting are almost over.  In the midst of our busyness let us remember to Rejoice!  

 

It is important that we all continue to follow Covid protocols; mask wearing, hand washing, staying home from school if your 

child has symptoms, to mitigate the spread of the virus.  We all desire to be healthy to celebrate Christmas.   

 

Our band and choir members presented a wonderful Christmas Concert this past Monday. Their joyfulness certainly put us all in 

the Christmas spirit.  I am grateful to Miss McIntyre and Mr. Banks for their dedication to our music program.  

 

As I reviewed the children’s report cards, which they will receive tomorrow, I am pleased to see all that the students have 

achieved during this First Trimester.  Let us continue to encourage and support our children in their academic pursuits and help 

them strengthen any area where improvement is needed.  I remind you that our school day starts at 8:20AM.   Children who 

arrive after 8:20AM are marked late.  If your child has multiple latenesses, please work on being on time during our second 

trimester.   

 

As our spiritual preparations continue, our children in grades 3 through 8 will have the opportunity to receive the sacrament of 

Penance on Thursday 12/16.  We are grateful to Father Gerlach, Monsignor Dunleavy, and all the neighboring priests who will 

hear the children’s confessions providing the opportunity for our children to experience God’s loving mercy and forgiveness.   

 

Our Parish Advent Penance Service will begin at 7:00PM in Church on Thursday, 12/16, for those who wish to go to confession 

to receive the sacrament of Penance.  
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Third Sunday of Advent   -   Rejoice! 

I lift my heart up to You, Lord, to thank You for the blessings You shower on me each day. 
You are the ‘joy of my soul’.  I know that in Your great love, I am held and protected by You. 

I pray and listen to the good news You send; I ask and feel the healing. 
I am freed by You from the things in this world that let me hide from You. 

I rejoice, I rejoice, down to my soul. 
Help me to prepare my heart to be open and able to receive Your immense love.      Amen. 

 

 



New Important Information 
 Covid protocol:  Beginning Monday, December 13, all students will eat lunch in his/her classroom. The goal of having the 

students eat in the classroom is to mitigate the spread of the virus and reduce the number of close contacts.  This will 

continue as long as necessary. Thank you.  

 

Reminder: Unless you have been contacted by Saints Simon and Jude's school nurses, it is safe for your child to be in-

person at school. 

 

 2022-2023 School Year Enrollment: The SSJ School Board met this week and approved tuition rates and a new 

“Continuous Enrollment” process for next fall. This process is recommended by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and has 

been successfully implemented at many schools. Watch your email for more details. We are asking our school families to 

sign a “Continuous Enrollment Agreement” by the end of the month. 

 

If you have new siblings to register for the fall, we are accepting applications. Please refer to the November 3rd Option C 

email for more details. 

 

 Tuition payment reminder: We need to remind all families that when you receive the reminder notice from FACTS that a 

payment is about to draw, if you know the payment will not go through for any reason, immediately contact Mary Kay Lack in 

the Rectory Office, mklack@simonandjude.org or 610-696-3624, so she can adjust the payment schedule. It may be as 

simple as changing the draw date by a day or two to correspond with a payroll deposit. If something unexpected happened 

and you need to reschedule or skip a payment, she can adjust the remaining payments to make up for it.  We will always 

work with you and never want to see anyone pay extra fees that can be avoided. 

 

Each time a payment is returned by the bank, the parents are charged a $30 return fee by FACTS, potentially $90 each 

month since FACTS will attempt to draw a payment three times. This is in addition to any fees your bank charges. The return 

payment fee is not a fee that we receive, it is a fee that FACTS charges. 

 

From SSJ’s Home & School Association 
 Thank you to Melissa Cloeter, Kristen Zimmerman, and Jen Burpoe for an amazing Breakfast with Santa event. We 

appreciate all your efforts in bringing this event back after a year off, making it extra festive and a great success. Also, 

thanks to our pancake-flipping dads for providing a great breakfast and to our middle school student volunteers! 

 

 The logo wear store is now open and all items are in stock for immediate delivery. An order form was emailed this week. If 

you have any questions or need an order form, please email ssjlogowear@gmail.com. 

 

 Letters and envelopes were sent home explaining the annual teacher and staff Christmas Gift Fund. If you would like to 

participate, please return your envelope with donations by Wednesday, December 15. 
 

 

 

Santa’s Secret Shop – Coming Monday! 
Santa’s Secret Shop is quickly approaching for K-8! The shop will be set 

up in The Meehan Center at Church and each class will attend with their 

teacher during their assigned day and time, either Monday or Tuesday 

next week. Children can enjoy choosing their own special holiday gifts 

(ranging from $0.25 - $10) for family and friends and have them wrapped 

before bringing them home. For those children unable to attend in person 

next week, purchases can be made using the following link thru Tuesday 

afternoon: http://www.holidayshopfun.com/SSJS 

 

*Please set a reminder to send your child in Monday or Tuesday with 

their money envelope if they wish to participate. 

 

HELP STILL NEEDED...The success of the shop relies heavily on parent 

volunteers to help shop and wrap; please use the following link to sign 

up! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044DAFAA2CAAFA7-santas 

 
 

From SSJ’s CYO 
 SSJ CYO has partnered with B&B Christmas Trees (owner is a graduate of SSJ & an alum of SSJ CYO). Simply mention you’re 

part of the SSJ CYO Family, and B&B will donate 15% of your purchase directly back to SSJ CYO. So come out and get a 

beautiful tree and support your Explorers! Click here for more details. 
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 Community Service and giving back continue to be big initiatives for the SSJ CYO program. On Saturday, December 18th, 

from 5pm - 8pm, we will be holding the second annual SSJ CYO Toy Drive. There are 15 children we're hoping to provide for. 

Click here for more information on who we are helping and needed items. 

 

Repeated Information 
 Hear, Ye! Hear, Ye! Calling all citizens of Duloc in grades 4 to 8! There is still time to sign up to be in the Shrek, Jr. Ensemble. 

Click here for the SignUpGenius. 

 

Congratulations to the Shrek, Jr. Cast… click here to see the list. The producers want to thank everyone who auditioned. 

They were absolutely blown away by the level of talent here at SSJ! 

 

 We are excited for the return of the SSJ Talent Show on February 2, 2022 at 7 PM for students in grades 4 to 8! We began 

accepting names of acts on December 1st with all acts/ideas and performer names due by December 21st. Please start 

helping your children plan an act! Encourage them! This is such a great memory and we all could do with some fun and 

smiles! Contact Kathi Clapham at Kathibella@gmail.com if you have questions. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 For Billie Buckwalter, uncle of Brooklynn Donnelly (room 8), who is ill.  May Christ’s healing hand grant him a complete and 

speedy recovery. 

 For the repose of the soul of Mr. Joseph A. Lammert, great grandfather of Andrew (room 5) and Abby (room 2), who has 

died. May God grant him the rewards of eternal life. May Our Mother of Sorrows console and comfort all who mourn his 

passing. 

 For Mrs. Lindsay DeJohn, mother of Josie (PreK 3), who is ill. May Christ's healing hand grant her a complete and speedy 

recovery. 

 For peace and the safety of all the people in the region of Tigray, especially the family of Mrs. Lwam Tesfay, mother of the 

Daniel children, Mary (room 3), Biruh (room 11) and Paul (preK 4).  May God protect Mrs. Tesfay’s family and keep them 

safe. 

 For Mr. Luciano Corea, grandfather of Angelo (room 6) and Dominic (room 4), who is sick.  May Christ’s healing hand 

comfort him restore him to good health. 

 For Austin Trout, brother of Sophia (room 5), who is recovering from an injury.  May Christ’s healing hand grant him a 

complete and speedy recovery. 

 For Mrs. Nicole DiDomenico, mother of Tyler (room 15) and Nolan Leonhard (room 2), who is recovering from surgery.  May 

Christ’s healing hand comfort her and grant her a complete recovery. 

 

We are happy to pray for the needs of our school family.  If any family has a prayer request please send it to 

srelinich@simonandjude.org. 

 

Glimpse at the Days Ahead 
12/9  January Lunch Menus Due 

12/10  Report Card Distribution 

12/11  8th Grade Christmas Dance, 7-10 PM in Monihan Hall 

12/13  Jan/Feb Pretzel Form Emailed Home 

12/13-12/14 Santa Secret Shop: wear Christmas socks with the regular school uniform on assigned day 

12/14  K1 Nativity Play, 1:30 PM in Church 

12/15  PreK 3 & PreK 4 Nativity Play, 11 AM in Church 

  K2 Nativity Play, 1:30 PM in Church 

  Polar Express Day, Grades 1 & 2 

12/16  Jan/Feb Pretzel Form Due 

  Confessions, Grades 3-8, 1:15 PM in Church 

  Polar Express Day, PreK & K 

12/17  Frozen, Jr., 1:15 PM (student performance only) 

12/18  Frozen, Jr., 2 PM in Gym 

12/19  Frozen Jr., 2 PM in Gym 

12/20  6th Grade Christmas Brunch, 10 AM in Monihan Hall 

8th Grade Christmas Pageant, 1:30PM in Church, Grades K-1-2-3 and 8th Grade Parents 

12/21  Crazy Christmas Clothing Dress Down Day: wear a silly Christmas outfit to get in the spirit 

  5th Grade Christmas Brunch, 10 AM in Monihan Hall 

  Preschool – Grade 4 Classroom Parties 

12/22  Christmas Dress Up Day: wear your best Christmas outfit 

8th Grade Christmas Pageant, 10:30 AM in Church, Grades 4-5-6-7 and 8th Grade Parents 

11:45 AM Dismissal (no CARES) 
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SSJ Christmas Concert 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 



November Peacemakers 
 

  
 

During the month of November our Saints Simon and Jude family followed the example of St. Martin de Porres. St. Martin 

founded orphanages for abandoned children and slaves. He became known for patiently caring for the sick, even in the most 

difficult circumstances. St. Martin was praised for his unconditional care of all people, regardless of race or wealth. Martin's life 

reflected his great love for God and all of God's gifts. Our Peacemakers of the Month strived to be caring and empathetic to all 

students and staff members in the spirit of St. Martin de Porres. Congratulations to our Peacemakers: 

 

Row 1 (left to right): Brynlee McAllister, Allie McCarthy, Luisa Diederich 

Row 2: Jacob Wheeler, Lena Foret, Cole McAllister, Mary Daniel, Ashton Wise 

Row 3: Ryan Anderson, Liam Megosh, Joe Wheeler, Josie Murray 

Row 4: Isabella Paolino, Ben Bargo, Emma Snyder, Brian Wade, Jessica Schmid 

Not Pictured: Connal Farrell 

 

Candy Cane Treats from St. Nicholas 
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