
  

 

 
 

 

— Saints Simon and Jude Mission Statement — 
Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary we at Saints Simon and Jude School, commit ourselves to learning, proclaiming and 

living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for Catholic leadership in the church and community, 

enabling one another to serve with Compassion, Courage and Competence. 

 
Letter from Sister Regina 
Happy November!   Tomorrow our children in grades two through eight will attend Mass in-person at 10:30AM. Children in 

grades K-1 will attend virtually via live-stream.  Peacemakers for the month of October will be acknowledged.  Parents of 

students participating in the liturgy or receiving the Peacemaker award in grades 2-8 are invited to join with us in-person for 

Mass.  Mass will also be livestreamed on the Saints Simon and Jude Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/simonandjudeschool.   

 

Next week the Catholic Church celebrates National Vocation Awareness Week (November 7-13).  It is a time set aside to pray for 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  Vocations begin in the home.  God calls, plants the seed, and creates the desire 

that is then nurtured throughout a child’s life by family and others who play an integral part in a child’s life. When a young man 

or woman discerns that God is calling them and they desire to accept His invitation to follow Jesus as a priest, religious sister or 

brother it is the encouragement and support of the family that strengthens his/her resolve. 

 

On Monday through Wednesday, November 8-10, we welcome our Middle States visiting team to Saints Simon and Jude School.  

Our chair, Mr. Ed Tray, will be in-person.  The other three team members will be virtual.  Saints Simon and Jude School received 

our first Middle States accreditation in July 1981 and has been reaccredited the succeeding years. I am grateful to our planning 

team, faculty, staff, parents, and students who have contributed to the completion of our Excellence by Design Self Study.  It is 

our hope that our visiting team will come to experience the strong and vibrant catholic learning experience that exists here at 

SSJ.   

 

There will be an 11:45AM Dismissal on Wednesday, 11/10.  The visiting team will give an oral report to the faculty, staff, and 

stakeholders in the afternoon as the Middle States visit concludes.  Extended CARES will be available.  

 

On Wednesday, the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, commonly known as the IHMs, celebrate our Founders 

Day. It was November 10, 1845 when a Redemptorist priest, Reverend Florent Louis Gillet, founded a religious congregation of 

sisters in Monroe, Michigan.  Today, we know this congregation as the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  It was 

in 1859, that Bishop (now saint) John Neumann invited the IHM sisters to Pennsylvania.  Our first Motherhouse was in Reading, 

PA.  Several years later our Motherhouse moved to West Chester, PA and in 1966 a need for a larger facility saw the IHM Sisters 

relocate to Immaculata, PA where it presently stands.  Our IHM sisters have been privileged to minister at Saints Simon and 

Jude parish school since 1962.   

 

As a family and a school family let us continue to pray that many young men and women from Saints Simon and Jude Parish will 

answer the call to the priesthood and religious life.   

 

O Mary, Queen of the Apostles, pray to the Lord of the Harvest to send laborers into His vineyard. 

 
New & Time Sensitive Information 
 As important stakeholders at SSJ, we would like to invite parents/guardians to the Middle States team's oral report on 

Wednesday, November 10 at 12:30 PM in The Meehan Center.  We expect the report will be under a half hour. If you cannot 

make it, we will share the team’s findings. We ask that you do not bring your students and/or younger siblings. Thank you 

for understanding. 

 

 There is still time to sign up for the SSJ Choir for students in grades 2 to 8! Click here for a flyer with details. To sign-up your 

child(ren) for choir, please click here and fill out the Google form. If you have any questions or concerns, contact Miss 

McIntyre at jmcintyre@simonandjude.org. 
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 Volunteers are needed to judge the 8th grade science fair projects.  It will take about 1 ½-2 hours to complete the judging 

process.  You would evaluate the boards and interview the students.  This may be done any time within the normal school 

day between January 10 and 21 (no school on Jan. 17th).  Rubrics will be provided.  No specialization is required.  You 

simply need to be familiar with the process of the scientific method.   If you can help out or have any questions, please 

contact Mrs. Dryfoos at jdryfoos@simonandjude.org.  Any assistance that you can provide is greatly appreciated. 

 

 You are invited to Bishop Shanahan High School on Tuesday, November 9th at 6:00 PM for the rescheduled Outdoor Movie 

Night featuring "Ghostbusters" (1984). Follow the signs to the baseball fields! Admission is free. Snacks will be available for 

purchase. Bring blankets, chairs, and flashlights! 

 

 Bishop Shanahan High School is hosting a number of admissions events: 

 Shadow Days 

 Personal Tour Day - November 14, 2021 - Click here to schedule your tour appointment. 

 7th Grade Practice Exam - March 5, 2022 

 7th Grade Visitation Day - March 24, 2022 

 Spring Personal Tour Day - April 9, 2022 

 

 A free clinic for Influenza and COVID-19 vaccinations, as well as COVID-19 boosters, will be held at Bishop Shanahan High 

School on Wednesday, November 17th from 3:00 - 6:00 PM in the School Commons. The clinic is open to anyone in the 

community. Pre-registration is not required. Upon arrival, a consent form will need to be signed for anyone under 18. 

 

 Dear parents of 4th-8th grade students, 

 

Saints Simon and Jude School has many fun events that occur during Catholic schools week (this year the dates are 

January 31, 2022- February 3, 2022). The talent show is one of my personal favorite events. I have directed it for the past 9 

years and I love to see our students shine brightly presenting us with their God given talents. 

 

Last year, we were only able to do a virtual presentation of the classic annual 8th grade act.  We are planning to be able to 

do an in person show once again on February 2, 2022 at 7:00pm. 

 

I’m writing to you in hopes you will help your children to plan an act (or 2). Two things I stress: inclusion of fellow students. 

You won’t believe how fun it is to see those photos at their 8th grade graduation! Secondly, no talent is ever discouraged! 

Besides dancing and singing we have had magic shows, Rubik cube competition countdown, karate routines, musical 

instruments, and many other unique fun acts that are crowd pleasers! 

 

I will be accepting names of acts starting December 1st with all acts/ideas and performer names due to me by December 

21, 2021. Please start helping your children plan an act! Encourage them! This is such a great memory and I think we all 

could do with some fun and smiles! Also, any grade 6 to 8 students interested in crew positions, should contact me by 

November 14th. 

 

Thank you! - Kathi Clapham, Kathibella@gmail.com  

 

From SSJ’s Student Council 
 Lung Cancer Awareness-White Out Dress Down - On Friday November 12th, students may dress down in white with a 

donation for the American Lung Association.  White is the color of lung cancer awareness. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to the Halloween Basket of Fun. Proceeds went to the Missions and the 8th grade 

activity fee.  Congratulations to our lucky basket winner, Joe Wheeler (4th grade)! 

 

 Congratulations to Layla Beup (8th grade) and Parker Quinn (4th grade)!  They came closest to the candy corn guess. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who decorated a pumpkin.  They were amazing and enjoyed by all! 

 

From SSJ’s Home & School Association 
 Our annual Walk-a-Thon was a fun event for our students and faculty.  The deadline to hand in your envelopes or make an 

online donation has been extended through Friday, November 5.  All monies raised will support improvements to the school 

playground area as well as school technology.  Thank you for your continued support of SSJ! 

 

 Thank you to Christine Vonderstuck for chairing a wonderful Trunk or Treat and thanks to all our volunteers! Despite having 

to change the date due to weather, we had a great turnout, the kids got lots of goodies, and it was nice to socialize as 

adults. 

 

mailto:jdryfoos@simonandjude.org
https://shanahan.schooladminonline.com/portal/new_inquiry
mailto:Kathibella@gmail.com
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?pagetoken=b7846376def1aba392c9e31d9a7a53c51639ab8f


 The SSJ logo wear store will open at the end of next week. This will be your opportunity to order SSJ branded holiday items 

for students, family, and friends. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

 Trivia Night is back! Join us Friday, November 12th at 6:30 in The Meehan Center. The cost is $40 per person and includes 

dinner, water, and table sweets. If you choose, it’s BYOB. There will be prizes for the winning table. Click here to sign up 

and/or volunteer. Payments can be made in cash or checks to Saints Simon and Jude Home and School Association via 

Tessa Foret, room 16. If you have any questions, email Tara Foret taraforet@gmail.com or Katy Coley 

katy.buettner@gmail.com.  

 

Repeated Information 
 Volunteers Needed:   We have received new desks for the students through the EANS grant.  We are looking for volunteers 

to assemble the desks.  Please contact Maureen Conlon mconlon@simonandjude.org if you are able to help.  All volunteers 

must have clearances.  Please bring a Phillips screwdriver.  Many hands make light work!  Thank you very much. 

 

 Option C is updating their sign-in method to be more secure and to allow users to set up a username that is easier to 

remember.  Please follow the directions and link provided on the home page of your Option C account to convert your 

username before Friday, November 26th.  If you have any questions please contact Maureen Conlon in the school office at 

mconlon@simonandjude.org. 

 

 In November, we celebrate Thanksgiving Day and give thanks to God for all the blessings He has given us.  We especially 

remember those who do not have as much as we do.  For our food collection this year, we are asking each grade to bring in 

the following items: 

Preschool - canned gravy   Grade 4 - boxed rice/stuffing 

Kindergarten - canned cranberries/fruit Grade 5 - canned potatoes/sweet potatoes 

Grade 1 - canned string beans/peas  Grade 6 - boxed potatoes/stuffing 

Grade 2 - canned soup/gravy   Grade 7 - coffee/tea 

Grade 3 - canned corn/carrots  Grade 8 - canned juice/canned fruit 

 

Donations may be placed in the bins at the entrance doors to school.  If any family would like to donate a “FROZEN” turkey, 

or a free turkey certificate, please deliver to the PREP office.  Please have all food items to school no later than Friday, 

November 12.  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 Saints Simon and Jude will once again partner with the Delaware Valley Children’s Charity to provide less fortunate children 

with gifts at Christmas. The Holiday program will be happening virtually. You will be able to shop online, from our special 

website, https://yougivegoods.com/dvcc-holiday2021, which will be open through November 30th. For more information, 

call, email, or text Cindy at cindymoribondo@gmail.com or 484-995-2319. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 For Miss Meghan Sullivan (room 4) who will have surgery next week.  May Christ’s healing hand grant her a complete and 

speedy recovery. 

 

 For the repose of the soul of Mrs. Josephine Ludovico, mother of Miss Valerie Ludovico (former teacher), who has died.  May 

God grant her the rewards of eternal life.  May Our Mother of Sorrows grant peace and comfort to all who mourn her 

passing.  

 

 For Mr. Luciano Corea, grandfather of Angelo (room 6) and Dominic (room 4), who is sick.  May Christ’s healing hand 

comfort him restore him to good health. 

 

 For Austin Trout, brother of Sophia (room 5), who is recovering from an injury.  May Christ’s healing hand grant him a 

complete and speedy recovery. 

 

 For Mrs. Lori Colgan, mother of Jimmy (room 17), who is ill.  May Christ’s healing hand grant her a complete and speedy 

recovery. 

 

 For Mrs. Nicole DiDomenico, mother of Tyler (room 15) and Nolan Leonhard (room 2), who is recovering from surgery.  May 

Christ’s healing hand comfort her and grant her a complete recovery. 

 

We are happy to pray for the needs of our school family.  If any family has a prayer request please send it to 

srelinich@simonandjude.org. 
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Glimpse at the Days Ahead 
11/5  School Mass, 10:30 AM, Church, October Peacemakers Acknowledged 

11/8-11/10 Middle States Re-Accreditation Team Visit 

11/9  Lunch Menus Due 

11/10  Half Day of School for Students, 11:45 AM Dismissal, Extended CARES Available 

11/12  Last Day for Thanksgiving Food Drive 

  Home and School Association Trivia Night, 6:30 PM, The Meehan Center 

11/15-11/19 Merit Award Dress Down Week 

11/16  7th & 8th Grade Field Trip to Bishop Shanahan Play 

 

 
 

 
 

Be the “I” in Kind 
 

 
 

 
 

Bully Prevention Month wrapped up with a lot more kindness at SSJ! 

Check out the “Be the ‘I’ in Kind” bulletin board from week 1 to week 4. 

 



STREAM at SSJ 

Science – Technology – Religion – Engineering – Art – Math 
 

   
 

 
 

7th grade students completed a STREAM based project within the Cellular Organization unit. 
 

S (Science): Students learned about the simplest unit of a living thing, the cell and its parts (organelles).  
 

T (Technology): Students used the microscope to view organelles and to compare and contrast plant, animal, and bacterial cells.  
 

R (Religion): Students connected the sacredness of all living things as being created by God, all starting out as a single cell.  
 

E (Engineering): Students then used the engineering process to create a 3D cell model with appropriate representative 

organelles in order to teach others about cellular organization.  
 

A (Art): While viewing the various cells under the microscope, students drew what they observed. They also had to arrange the 

cell model so that it was aesthetically pleasing, but would also accomplish the task.  
 

M (Math): Students used their knowledge of estimation and scaled proportions to choose the appropriate size and shape for 

each organelle. ELA connection: To cumulate the task, students created an analogy to teach the cell as acting as a single unit 

with parts that support that unit. For example, one student group used the analogy of a household as the single unit with the 

parents representing the nucleus, controlling all activities. 

 



  
 

  
 

  
 

Honors Math students in grades 5 to 8 donated Halloween candy as a community service project. They brought in over 2,000 

pieces of candy that they kindly bagged up into individual bags. They were able to donate over 300 bags to Stages Arts Initiative 

in West Chester to help with the West Chester Drive through Trick or Treat on Wednesday, October 17. The non-profit was so 

excited for SSJ’s contribution two years in a row! 

 

Mrs. Mobile's classes then completed a STEAM project using candy!  They had to think like an engineer. They watched videos on 

bridges and towers and planned designs to build. They were able to use toothpicks, marshmallows, and gumdrops. They had to 

work on height and weight while keeping it up tall. Some towers came crashing down and like an engineer, they had to rework 

and improve their design. It was great fun for all. 

 

The tallest tower was over 72 cm high! The students had a great time evaluating the designs and how to improve for next year! 
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