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EXPLORER 
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 

 

 

Game Night 

BY DARCY CAMPBELL 

On Sunday, October 12, 2019, the Class of 

2020 enjoyed a night full of fun and 

games.  Before they did anything, they 

were divided into four teams and they all 

got their traditional Game Night t-shirts.  

Then the 8th graders went to the 5pm mass.  

After church, they went back to school to 

have some pizza and play games.  They 

competed against each other in games 

such as Pictionary, sorting Skittles, and 

basketball on scooters.  In the end, the 

Orange Team came out on top, with the 

Blue Team not too far behind.  The 

Yellow Team placed third and the Green 

Team proudly placed last!  Though it was 

a night of competition, it was a great 

bonding experience for everyone and one 

that they will never forget. 
 

 

 

 

 

Walk This Way 

BY SCOTTY BAUMANN 

What an incredible day!  Our annual 

Saints Simon and Jude Walk-a-Thon 

was a great success!  The Walk-a-Thon 

is always one of the best days of the 

year.  Not only is it a lot of fun, but we 

also get to raise money for our school.  

We lucked out with a warm and sunny 

day, which brought out parents and lots 

of alumni.  The younger classes always 

have a great time walking with their 

older buddies.  Everyone had fun 

dancing with DJ Clyde and seeing who 

knew more theme sounds- teachers or 

8th graders. 

 

One Mom said, “I love this day, the 

kids are so excited to come to school.”  

A teacher commented that it’s great to 

have the students outside in the fresh air 

on such a nice day.  When I asked a 

first grader how he liked the Walk-a-

Thon, he said, “It’s good but needs 

Legos and a movie!”  Well, maybe next 

year! 

 

People had an amazing time singing, 

dancing, and walking around the 

school.  In the end, the best part is when 

everyone got ice cream.  The SSJ 

family is already looking forward to 

next year’s Walk-a-Thon.   

IN THIS ISSUE 

NEW PRESCHOOL 

PLAYGROUND 

SSJ’S NEW CLUBS CHRISTMAS FUN 

AND GAMES 
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Fall Sports 

BY SYDNEY JORDAN 

This year, SSJ exceeded expectations in 

sports.  Our Fall sports were football, 

field hockey, soccer, and volleyball.  

All of the teams did amazing!  In 

football, the Varsity Team (7th and 8th 

graders) ended their season as the 4th 

team in the region.  The Junior Varsity 

Team (5th and 6th graders) had a great 

record of wins as well.   

 

In field hockey, the Varsity Team (6th, 

7th, and 8th graders) had an amazing 

season.  They made it to the first round 

of the playoffs!  They won the fall 

annual tournament at Bishop Shanahan.   

 

For soccer, the teams had one of their 

best seasons yet.  The Varsity team 

finished as the 4th team in the region, 

while the Junior Varsity team won the 

Region 17 Championship!!!!  We 

congratulate all those who played on an 

SSJ sports team, and the 8th graders 

who played for the last time at SSJ.   

 

As we head into winter, we have more 

sports to cheer on.  The teams are 

already looking great! 

BY RACHEL WILLIAMSON 

 

In 2017, Saints Simon and Jude 

expanded our family to include a 

preschool for 3 and 4-year olds.  With 

the addition of a preschool playground 

that was added this summer, our littlest 

students get the opportunity to spend 

time outside and explore, climb, dig, 

jump, and kick balls.  This strengthens 

their skills, allows them to explore  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nature, and develop social skills during 

outside playtime.  Preschoolers can truly 

be “Explorers” on our new preschool 

playground.   

 

We would like thank the Tobin Family 

for generously donating the new 

playground in memory of their daughter, 

Catherine Mae Tobin. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUB DAY 

BY SYDNEY JORDAN 

On Thursday, November 14, our Middle 

School students had their first Club Day 

of the year!  To start the day, our 6th, 7th, 

and 8th graders traveled to Bishop 

Shanahan High School to see the theater 

performance of Rock of Ages: High 

School Edition.  It was an amazing show!  

Students gave a standing ovation at the 

end to show how much they enjoyed the 

performance. 

 

 

 

After the show, students took a bus ride 

back to school and went right into the 

cafeteria for lunch.  We had pizza and 

delicious brownies that Mrs. Dryfoos 

made.  Right as we finished lunch, we 

gathered in assigned groups and went to 

clubs, such as karaoke, charades, and 

Kahoot.  They were all so much fun!  All 

of the middle school kids enjoy this day, 

especially the 6th graders since it was their 

first Club Day!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

SSJ Welcomes New Clubs 
BY MICHAEL MURPHY 

The 2019-2020 school year is exciting at SSJ as new clubs 

have been added and old ones have been improved.  Starting 

with the Flag Football program, which has a co-ed 1st and 2nd 

grade team and a 3rd and 4th grade team.  In practice, the kids 

go through drills and activities to improve their football 

skills.   

 

Another new club at SSJ is the Robotics Club, monitored by 

Mr. Farrell.  This club is open to 7th and 8th graders and 

creates robots and they use SSJ’s new 3D printer.   

 

We also have a Theater Club, run by Mrs. Clapham, and 

offered to 4th through 8th graders.  Students do many different 

exercises and games to improve their acting skills.       

Trunk or Treat 
BY DOUGLAS BARRETT AND         

AIDAN QUINN 

On Friday, October 25, the annual SSJ 

Trunk or Treat happened!  Trunk or 

Treat is when SSJ families park behind 

the school, decorate their car trunks, and 

set out a bowl of candy for children to 

come and “trick or treat” at each trunk.   

 

There were some great costumes this 

year including superheroes, Descendants 

characters, princesses, monsters, video 

game characters, M&Ms, and many 

more.  The cars were also “dressed up” 

in costume.  Some had cauldrons of 

candy, skeletons, banners, superhero 

decorations, and cobwebs.  

 

 

We also took a poll to find out favorite 

Halloween candy:  
 

1st Place: Chocolate (40% of the vote) 

 

2nd Place: Other (30% of the vote) 

 

3rd Place: Gummies (23.3% of the vote) 

 

4th Place: Fruity Candy (16.7% of the 

vote) 

 

This year’s Trunk or Treat was a blast! 

The kids were playing and dancing and 

it was just an all-around great night at 

SSJ! 
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Teacher Corner 

GUESS THE NEW TEACHER 

BY DOUGLAS BARRETT AND AIDAN QUINN   

 
 

The SSJ Newspaper would like to welcome our new teachers 

for the 2019-2020 school year.  We have a fun game we call 

Guess the Teacher.  Do you know the new teachers well? 

 

Ms. Lake                                  Ms. McCarthy 

             Ms. Crowley                             Ms. Sullivan 
 

 

Mystery Teacher #1: ______________________________ 

 Favorite color is pink but this teacher likes all colors. 

 Favorite food is chicken marsala. 

 Favorite type of animal is a golden retriever. 

 Went to Kutztown University. 

 Fun Fact: On her 18th birthday, she went skydiving! 

 

Mystery Teacher #2: _______________________________ 

 Favorite color is blue and pink. 

 Favorite food is pasta. 

 Favorite type of animal is a dog. 

 Went to Mount Saint Mary’s University in Maryland. 

 Fun Fact: swam in college. 

 

Mystery Teacher #3: ________________________________ 

 Favorite color is yellow. 

 Favorite food is spaghetti. 

 Favorite type of animal is a horse. 

 Went to Penn State for college. 

 Fun Fact: Played Rizzo in Grease play. 

 

Mystery Teacher #4: ________________________________ 

 Favorite color is blue. 

 Favorite food is spaghetti. 

 Favorite type of animal is giraffe. 

 Went to York College. 

 Fun Fact: has 5 siblings 

 

 

 

We asked most teachers:  

What is Your Favorite Thanksgiving Food? 

 

 

We want to thank Mr. Carney for his time at SSJ and wish 

him good luck as he leaves to train to be a firefighter in 

Washington DC! 

 

We will miss you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key: 

1.Ms. Crowley  3. Ms. Lake 

2.Ms. McCarthy  4. Ms. Sullivan 
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Christmas Survey: Ask Your Friends! 

BY DARCY CAMPBELL AND         

RACHEL WILLIAMSON 

1. Out of the following choices, what is 

your favorite holiday? 

a) Christmas 

b) Halloween  

c) Easter 

d) Other:_____________________ 

 

2. What is your favorite Christmas song? 

a) Jingle Bells 

b) Do You Hear What I Hear? 

c) Let it Snow 

d) Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer 

e) Other:____________________ 

 

3. Favorite Christmas Movie 

a) Elf 

b) Home Alone 

c) A Charlie Brown Christmas 

d) How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

e) Other:____________________ 

 

4. Do you like candy canes? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

    

 5. Favorite Christmas Cookie 

a) Gingerbread 

b)  Peanut Butter Hershey Kiss 

c) Sugar Cookie  

d) Chocolate Chip 

e) Other:____________________ 

 

6. Do you prefer real or fake trees? 

a) Real 

b) Fake 

 

7. Do you like hot chocolate? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

 

8. Do you like to play in the snow? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

 

9. What is your favorite Christmas food? 

a) Turkey/Ham 

b) Corn 

c) Pumpkin Bread 

d) Mashed Potatoes 

e) Other: ______________________ 

 

 

10. Would you rather be one of Santa’s 

elves or reindeer? 

a) Elf 

b) Reindeer 

 

11. Do you look forward to snow days? 

a) I look forward to them and cannot 

wait for snow! 

b) I hate them! 

c) I’m in between. 

 

12. Do you go anywhere for Christmas? 

a) If yes, where? 

_________________________ 

b) If no, do you have people over to 

your house? 

__________________________ 

 

13. What is your favorite present you have 

ever received and why? 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

 

What are some of your favorite Christmas traditions? 

____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is on your Christmas list this year?   
 ________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________ 
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Polar Express Review 

BY NINA WADYKO 

One of my favorite Christmas movies is 

the Polar Express, which is based on the 

book by Chris Van Allsburg. The story is 

set on a train to the North Pole on 

Christmas Eve, when Santa is preparing 

to bring gifts to all girls and boys.  The 

three main characters in the movie are 

Hero Boy, Hero Girl, and Billy.  

 

The story begins with Hero Boy, who 

doesn’t really believe in Santa Claus. On 

Christmas Eve, he is invited by the 

conductor to hop on a magical train to the 

North Pole. At first he didn’t want to go, 

but he changes his mind at the last second 

and gets on the train.  

 

While on the train, Hero Boy meets 

Know-It-All and Hero Girl and many 

other children. During their journey 

together, the children have some exciting 

adventures, they get to know one another, 

and they each learn something about 

themselves too.  

 

The animation, music, and special effects 

in this movie are really great. The movie 

features the song, “Just Believe”, which 

is a very popular Christmas song and the 

well-known actor, Tom Hanks.   

Whether you’ve never seen Polar Express 

or you’ve already seen it 100 times, it is a 

great movie to watch during the 

Christmas season.   

 

In my opinion, it is even better if you 

watch it in your PJs with hot cocoa, 

popcorn and a group of friends!   

 

 

 

Chocolate Peppermint Cookie Recipe 

BY DARCY CAMPBELL 

INGREDIENTS 

4 ounces unsweetened chocolate, chopped 

4 Tbsp unsalted butter, cubed 

1 cup flour 

½ cup unsweetened cocoa powder 

1 tsp baking powder 

¼ tsp baking soda 

½ tsp salt 

¾ cup sugar 

¾  cup light brown sugar 

2 large eggs, at room temperature 

½ tsp pure peppermint extract 

4 peppermint candy canes, crushed 

For Rolling:  

¼ cup sugar 

½ cup powdered sugar 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat oven to 325°F and line two 

baking sheets with parchment paper. 

Place chocolate and butter in a 

microwave-safe bowl and microwave 

on high for 30 seconds. Remove and 

stir. Continue microwaving and stirring 

in 15-second intervals until melted and 

smooth. Set aside to cool slightly. 

 

 

2. Whisk together flour, cocoa powder, 

baking powder, baking soda, and salt in 

a medium bowl. Whisk together sugar, 

brown sugar, eggs, and peppermint 

extract in a large bowl until combined; 

add cooled chocolate mixture and 

whisk until smooth. Fold in flour 

mixture just until incorporated, then 

fold in crushed candy canes. Let dough 

stand at room temperature for 10 

minutes. 

 

3. Place granulated sugar and powdered 

sugar in separate shallow bowls. Scoop 

1 1/2-inch balls of dough and roll in 

granulated sugar to coat, then coat 

generously in powdered sugar. Place 

two inches apart on prepared baking 

sheets. 

 

4. Bake, rotating pans halfway through, 

for 14 minutes, until puffed and 

cracked, with edges set. Let cookies 

cool for 15 minutes on baking sheets, 

then transfer to a wire rack to cool 

completely. Store in an airtight 

container at room temperature. 

 
 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! HAPPY NEW YEAR! ENJOY YOUR 

BREAK! 
 


